THE ART OF GIVING

JAPAN is the land of gifts. Nowhere else is
thete a people so accustomed to gift-giving.
The slightest occasion provides an excuse, so
it is only natural that much ado should be made
about the nature of the gift, the manner in which
it is wrapped and tied, and the mode of its presen-
tation. Until recently it was considered ill-bred
if a gift were not given at the correct moment
and in the proper manner. This idea is so integral
a part of the national lite in the higher ranks of
society that even now the receipt of a gift which
cannot at the moment be returned demands at least
a symbol of a return and so it is customary to
place a piece of white paper upon the tray on which
the gift was presented when handing the tray
back to the giver.
Since ancient times one of the most acceptable
gifts has been food or food symbolizing certain